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Massey

Chosen Young Director of the Year
By Allen Archer
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//////¢/ // " / 5 d director Brady Massey conducts the beginning brass band.

/ At the All-State Band one from each region of states,
convention in Hot Springs, and one winner in the nation.
rher & iaht:

Z flight: | Brady Massey received the The national winner will be

%/ /// / Miller Young Director of the Year announced this summer.
/ award. Massey feels this is an honor
“It is sponsored by the for him and for the PHS Band.
/ American School Band “It really is a big honor. I think
7

/ Directors Association and it speaks highly of the members

‘-///’ G99,
/ A //%;’” ’/ : cosponsored by United Musical of our organization and this
/ % ¢ ianal®* | Instruments to recognize

/ // gna wouldn’t be happening without
/ gy outstanding teaching and the band,” he said.

achievements of the recipient’s He also thinks it’s funny that

/ //// band,” Massey said. he is considered a young director
;&;/// : / A committee picks one after ten years of directing.
2%// // winner from each state, then
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Bond refinancing generates money for school

By Elizabeth Crisp

On January 22 the voters of
Pocahontas voted 494-22 to take
advantage of lower interest rates by
refinancing bonds made by the
Pocahontas School District.

This refinancing, which will not raise
taxes, but generate money for the
schools, will provide approximately
$1.9-2 million for the school
depending on when the bonds sell

By this process the school will be
issued new bonds at lower interest
rates and extend them 15 more years.

There were many factors taken into
consideration when deciding what to
build with the money,

The school board had to decide
what would benefit the most people
and meet the most needs of the
schools.

Superintendent Marc Van Camp
says they first looked at building an
auditorium.

“We went to Nettleton and
estimated that their auditorium cost
approximately $2 million,” he said.

They also looked at the auditorium
in Beebe, it was estimated at $2 5
million. Neither of these buildings
contains classrooms though and that
was something that the board knew
they wanted.

“I'pushed for extra classrooms,”
Van Camp said.

With talk of consolidation and
obviously expanding class sizes the
board could not decide to spend all of
the money on one building that would
have minimal use due to a lack of

classroom space. Building an
auditorium would have also caused a
tax increase and the building would
have to be air conditioned year round.

After many board meetings it was
decided to divide the money among
projects to help in many areas. It will
be used to build an indoor facility for
sports/PE, expand the band room,
and add a new wing containing six
classrooms to the junior high.

The sports facility will be built in the
area behind the drama building, by the
football field and the new classrooms
will be built in the area between the
junior high and the woods by the MD
Williams playground. The band room
will be extended into the teachers’
parking lot.

The sports facility will be made up
of an “activity area” for practice and
PE classes, coaches offices, locker
rooms, dressing rooms, restrooms,
shower rooms, a therapy room, and
storage spaces. There will also be an
upper level weight room. The ground
level is approximately 16068 square
feet and the upper level is 3227
square feet making 19295 total
square feet for sports activities.

The junior high PE classes had to
share facilities and work around other
schedules, the new facility should help
with that problem.

In addition to the six classrooms the
proposed junior high wing will contain
new restrooms and a custodial room.
It will encompass approximately 9730
square feet of area.

“There is always a need for new
classrooms,” Van Camp said.

The extension to the band room will
contain an area for uniform storage,
dressing rooms, instrument storage,
and new offices for the band
directors. This addition will provide
about 7500 square feet for band use.

After sitting in on a typical band
class, Van Camp could only describe
the experience as deafening because
the size of the band has exceeded the
space provided, and expectations of
the band show that this problem will -
not go away by itself.

“As long as there’s a well liked
band director the band will stay
strong,” Van Camp said.

One inconvenience caused by the
construction though is that a new
parking lot will have to be made for
the junior high teachers. For the first
year of construction, they will have to
park in the circle in front of the junior
high, but a new parking lot extended
behind the old one should be
available after that.

The school board is hopeful that
these facilities will improve our school
in many ways.

“We are trying to keep our
programs as updated as possible,”
Van Camp said.

As for the auditorium, Van Camp
says that it is definitely still on the Tl
minds of the board. '

“A school this size needs one, so
maybe next time we can raise taxes
for an auditorium,” he said.
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Students compete at annual s

By Elizbeth Crisp

Approximately 485 students
from northeast and central
Arkansas attended the 23
Annual Trivium Quadrivium
Symposium in Marion on
February 23.

These students were
competing by taking tests in
math, English, science,
journalism and foreign
language.

Twenty-five students from
Pocahontas attended this event.

scahontas received three
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Jill Pecoraro holding her first
place trophy for English.
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team awards. They were second
place in English and Spanish, and
honorable mention in history.

Four Pocahontas students
received individual recognition
for their tests.

In biology Miranda Steimel
placed second and Eric Flagg
placed third.

Flagg also tied for third place
in the Spanish category with a
fellow PHS student, Shana
Simpson.

Jill Pecoraro placed first in
English.

ASU hosts contest

PRIDE team attends State ;. onsnocerificates

By Brent Miller

At PHS, PRIDE is a drug/
abuse awareness group
dedicated to promoting a drug
free lifestyle through education.
On February 18 and 19 these
educators were educated
through the state PRIDE
convention.

Nineteen PHS students
attended the convention held at
the Robinson Center in Little
Rock. Accompanying the team
as advisors and chaperones were
Lynn Hogan and Kelly Rodgers.
PRIDE members attended

‘ures on rape, abuse, drug
wwareness, and peer-pressure
prevention at the convention.
Also, the PHS PRIDE team

7

showcased a music medley.
“State PRIDE gives members
from all over the state a chance to

learn about current issues related to

drug abuse and prevention and ways
to spread our drug free message,”
Sally Malone, PRIDE sponsor said.

In addition the PHS PRIDE team
had four of its members named to
the Arkansas State PRIDE team.
This team is comprised of the
state’s top dancers and vocalist.
Carrington Gray and Tiffany
Casillas made the team as vocalist
and Londyn Clements and Caleb
Rodgers were dancers. In order to
be on the state team, they had to try
out in the Hot Springs in early
November. A panel of judges the
selected them.

Nettleton Hish School won the
sweepstakes award March 2 at the 64
Annual Journalism and Broadcasting Day
at Arkansas State University. Conway
captured second, Wynne third, and West
Helena Central fourth.

Smoke Signal editor-in-chief Elizabeth
Crisp earned honorable mention
certificates in both copy editing and
feature writing.

Students competed in thirteen contests
for individuals as well as newspaper and
video competitions.

In newspaper competition the Wynne
Yellowjack was named the top paper in
Division I, and the Nettleton Chieftain
took top honors in Division IL

In individual contests for newspaper
were feature writing and newspaper Copy
reading, photography, news writing,
sports writing, editorial writing, headline
writing, and editorial cartooning,.

Awards were presented by College of
Communications students.
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By Angela Benson

“Sightings,” the Thespians’ one-act
play, was rated excellent at the State
Thespian Convention F. ebruary 23,
Four hundred students from sixteen
schools participated in the Thespian
Convention. Seniors Megan
Hausman, Lee Jacobson, and Toby
Manciaz acted in “Sightings” at the
Fowler center in Jonesboro,

The play was performed in front of
about 150 people.

“It felt great to share the final
performance with people who
appreciated what we had worked so
hard for,” Jacobson said.

Megan Hausman and [ ee Jacobson pose with their trophe and medals,

There was a lot of competition at
the center.

“There were some good plays. I
didn’t see any better that ours, but
they certainly were good,” Thespian
Sponsor Jon Crabbe said.

Hausman believes that the audience
enjoyed the play.

“There were several oohs and ahhs!
I'think they enjoyed it a lot,” she said.

“The audience was Very responsive
and very active in the play. They
cheered when called for and laughed
throughout the play. They were very
supportive of us,” Jacobson said.

Both actors learned new things from
the experience,

“Ilearned that a crowd is gullible.

You can make them laugh when you
want, cheer when you want, and cry
when youwant, It’s a very emotional
time not only for the audience, but for
the actors,” Jacobson said.

Hausman has performed in front of
an audience before, but she believes
every experience is a learning
experience.

“There s a lot going on in your head
while you are on stage. For example,
lines, movement, and remembering to
wait for the audience’s reactions, ” e

Both actors were surprised when
they were selected all-state cast.

“Ifelt like all the hard work finally
paid off,” Hausman said.

“I'felt honored and overjoyed to
know that I was not only a drama
student, but a Thespian. You can’t
beat that feeling,” Jacobson said.

There were a lot of things to do at
the competition for those who are
interested in theater or dance. They
include costume design, technical
competition, publicity design, stage
design, one-act plays, individual acting
competitions, singing, and several
workshops.

Crabbe believes that it is always
good to go somewhere where other
people share your interest.

“The students that participated
worked hard and did a good job
representing PHS. It is always goo”
to go somewhere where other people
share your interest. A Jot of the
students made new friends from other
schools,” Crabbe said
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University in Forth
Worth, TX,” Miller
said.

Religion, family, and
teaching are all
important to Milller.

“Next to my religious
connections, my wife
and two daughters,
Sarah and Ruth, are
most important to me,”
Miller said.

As a hobby, Miller
also writes religious
articles. He has written
articles on religious
topics for his church’s
periodical, “Insight.” It
has subscribers in 24
foreign countries and

A

By Amy Whitehorn

When he is not teaching math,
Gary Miller spends time researching
and writing. Miller has worked at
Pocahontas High School for 25
years.

He says he teaches because of his
interest in physics and because he
loves kids.

After graduating from Maynard
High School, Miller attended several

‘esin Arkansas and Texas.

“Tam presently finishing a Masters
»fEducation Degree in instruction
and curriculum at Texas Wesleyan

Gary Miller teaches in front of a class.

the U.S.

“I havewritten about 60-70
articles of this kind. I have also
written four books on church
doctrine," he said.

Miller takes teaching a year at a

SmoLe Siqnal ‘

Mlller ﬁnds 1mportance in family, faith, and teaching

"Next to my religious
connections, my wife
and two daughters,
Sarah and Ruth are
most important to me."

time, but after he retires he plans to
continue writing and researching.

“ plan to devote my time to
religious studies and publication for
our Church. I also plan to continue
research in physics and teach part
time,” he said.

In the summer Miller teaches the
ACT prep session, takes courses,
and teaches at BRTC.

Sarah and Ruth Miller are both
graduates of PHS and are in college.

“My oldest daughter, Sarah, is
planmng to pursue a career as a
supervisor at an art museum. My
youngest daughter, Ruth, is thinking of
working in some area of mathematics,
probably teaching math on the college
level," Miller said.

)
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Blaxton promoted to assistant superintendant

By Allen Archer

At the January school board
meeting, the board voted to
promote Daryl Blaxton to the
position of assistant
superintendent next year,

Blaxton, who has been assistant
principal at the high school for
the past two years, will be the
assistant superintendent for two
years and then take the position
of superintendent when Marc Van
Camp retires in two years.

No one, as of yet, has been
named to take Blaxton’s position.

Blaxton’s first year as assistant
superintendent will be spent
learning about the
responsibilities of the
superintendent and in his second
year he will make the transition
into the position of
superintendent. He will also
have to take on curriculum
director Grant Killion’s
responsibilities because Killion
is retiring after this year.

“T'lllearn about the budget
process and probably the
curriculum. Unofficially I've
already started. I’ll finish out the
year as assistant principal, but
I’ve already started learning
[about the position of
superintendent.] You have to

have a strong knowledge of
school law and finance, be a good
communicator, have conflict
resolution skills, and have
knowledge of curriculum,”
Blaxton said.

Van Camp speaks highly of
Blaxton and his qualifications.

“Mr. Blaxton has been here and
number of years and his people
and communication skills are
good. The areas he doesn’t have
experience in are budgeting and
curriculum. He also has never
had a chance to work with
kindergartners,” Van Camp said.

Blaxton feels that Pocahontas

has a good school system now
and that his challenge will be to
help carry on the tradition.

“I think Pocahontas is
recognized as having a good
school system. I think we have a
great staff and student body,” he
said.

As for Van Camp, he says he is
looking forward to doing some
traveling during retirement.

“I would like to follow the
Razorback football team. I would—
like to buy an RV and travel full
time. Maybe then I will settle
somewhere and build a house,” he
said.

PHS hosts regional tournament
Skins end season 22-5, Lady Skins 14-13

By Elizabeth Crisp

Pocahontas High School
hosted the regional basketball
tournament February 18-23,

Twenty-four teams (12
boys’ teams and 12 girls’
teams) participated in this
event including the Redskins
and the Lady Redskins.

While the visiting teams
were at PHS, student
volunteers served as hosts and

hostesses and different high
school clubs ran the
concession stand each night.

In their first game of the
tournament the Redskins were
defeated by East Poinsette
County, finishing their season
with a 22-5 season.

The Lady Skins were
defeated in their first game by
Mt. View, ending their season
with a 14-13 record.
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Band students attend All-Region/All-State tryouts

Two named to All-State Band, twenty-eight chosen as All-Region

By Jill Pecoraro

Seniors Bridgette Kick and
Evan Waggoner were chosen
to be in the 2002 All-State
High School Band.

On January 19 members of
the Pocahontas High School
Band in grades 10-12 traveled
to Batesville High School for
the 2002 All-Region Tryouts.

~ Preparations for tryouts
‘required lots of practice.
Students were given pieces of
music of to play the tryouts.
Scales from memory and sight
reading was also included in
the judging.

After the judges were
finished scoring the audition,
the scores were added and
used to determines the
students' placements in one of
two All-Region Bands.

Students who placed high
enough were eligible for All-

State Tryouts, held February
2.

From PHS, twenty-eight
students were named to the
All-Region Bands and three
were named as alternates. Nine
were in the first band and 19
were in the second band.

The students who made first
band and attended the All-
State Tryouts were Stephanie
Nieman, Bridgette Kick, Evan
Waggoner, Debra Baltz, Jill
Pecoraro, Lee Jacobson, Erin
Sullinger, Matthew Walton,
and Derek Kearby.

Students named to the
second band were Jessica
Throesch, Michelle Guthrey,
Lauren Pennington, Davida
Williams, Amy Downs, Leah
Baltz, Zac Thielemier, Kim
Dishon, Eric Flagg, T.J.
Thompson, Allen Archer,
Lance Williams, Casey
Murphy, Jennifer Riney, James

Gates, Ben Thielemier, Alex
Burns, Casey Grissom, and
Joey Broadway. Dishon,
Flagg, Archer, Grissom, and
Broadway were also alternates
to All-State Tryouts.

The students named as
alternates to All-Region were
Charles Rouyer, Lyle Williams,
and Samantha Hall.

Both All-Region Bands
performed a concert at the
Fowler Center at Arkansas
State University January 26.

The students selected for
All-State Tryouts traveled
February 2 to the University of
Central Arkansas in Conway
for the tryouts.

Waggoner was selected as
first band, 12* chair, and Kick
was selected first band, 18"
chair. Jacobson was named
first alternate, and Flagg was
named fourth alternate.
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