
As we all grow and mature, we start to wonder 
what the future will be like and plan for what we 
want to become. When Mrs. Hampton was a kid, 
she wanted to be a mermaid. Once she realized 
that wasn't possible, she decided she wanted to be 
either a meteorologist or a marine biologist. It wasn't 
until three months after high school graduation that 
Mrs. Hampton decided she wanted to go to college 
to become a teacher. She went to Arkansas State 
University for all three of her degrees: Bachelor 
of Science in Education with a major in Secondary 
English Education, Master of Science in Education 
with a major in Educational Theory and Practice, 
and Master of Science in Education with a major in 
School Counseling
She had been teaching for approximately ten years 
before she realized she wanted to be a high school 
counselor. One of her main reasons for becoming 

a counselor was to change the lives of students trying to find their way in the world. 
With the many stressors of high school comes the overwhelming reality of preparing for 
adulthood. Mrs. Hampton lost her nineteen year-old niece to suicide, which inspired her 
to guide students who need help with both school work and their personal lives. As Mrs. 
Hampton stated, “She was like a daughter to me, so I vowed to dedicate my future to 
helping other teenagers who may be having a hard time coping with daily stressors.” 
Mrs. Hampton’s family consists of her husband (Coach Hampton) and three children. 
Her eldest daughter, Megan, is now 24 years-old, married, and works as the deputy 
treasurer for Lawrence County. Mrs. Hampton’s twins, Adrian and Abbie, are now 14 
years-old, and go to school at Highland (her Alma Mater). Abbie plays softball and 
basketball, and Adrian enjoys drawing and gaming. Outside of school, Mrs. Hampton 
loves to travel and plan trips. She enjoys experiencing new places, cultures, and lifestyles. 
She believes that experiencing other places helps her gain a better understanding and 
acceptance of others. 
Mrs. Hampton’s favorite thing about working at Pocahontas School District is the sense of 
family between the staff and students. She commented, “I truly believe that every staff 
member at Pocahontas genuinely cares about each student and would do anything to 
help them succeed.” This school district is very honored to have her as part of the PHS 
staff!
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SPIRIT DAYS
Monday - Decade Day
Tuesday - Farmer Day 

Wednesday - Holiday Day
Thursday - Movie or TV Character Day

Friday - Red and White Day 



Tailgate

The Tailgate Party and Bonfire/Pep Rally 
took place on the afternoon of Thursday, 
October 4th.  The seniors won 1st place at the 
Tailgate! Students enjoyed socializing and 
making memories of Redskin Traditions!    

Parade
The spirt parade followed the corronation with 
creative floats and students full of Redskin 
spirt.  The winners of the Spirit Parade were 
announced with first place being FBLA, 
followed by the Senior float placing second.   The floats paraded down Thomasville, moving 
across Highland, past Alma Spikes Elementary, and returned by Park Street to circle M.D. 
Williams and PJHS.  The Pocahonts student body was full of spirit and loved cheering for our 
Redskins! 

Smoke Signal    Page 3By:  Jamie Wilson



Corronation
2018 HOMECOMING QUEEN

 Jordyn Rice

Sophomore Maid
Grace Holt

Sophomore Maid 
Bryn McDonnough

Sophomore Maid
Anna Schmidt

Junior Maid
Makenzie Emmons

Junior Maid
Madi Akins

Junior Maid
Kate Sorg

Junior Maid
Jade Cannon

Senior Maid
Rylie Mangold

Senior Maid
Brenna Baltz

Senor Maid
Allana Sisco

Senior Maid
Allie Barnes
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Score Box
Pocahontas 45  Brookland 16

Pocahontas 20  Westside 44

Pocahontas 48  Cave City 14

Pocahontas 19  Rivercrest 49

Pocahontas 14  Trumann 28

Pocahontas 8  Southside 28

Pocahontas 0  Gosnell 23        Upcoming
Pocahontas @ Highland 11/2 
Jungle Theme: Red & White

Friday, October 5th, the Pocahontas Redskins faced the Cave City Cavemen 
at Schoonover Stadium for the 2018 Homecoming game.
Dawson Chester and Caden Sifford started 
the game off right with two long runs to 
set Dawson up to punch it in from the 
2nd yard line. The offence was explosive 
with big plays seeming like the norm 
with the redskins putting up 48 points 
by the end of the game. 
The defense put up almost as many 
points as the offence with a punt block 
that was returned for a touchdown, a 
pick six, and a scoop and score.
Unfortunately after making some big 
plays CJ Palmer went down with an injury 
after making a big hit on the sideline.

Pocahontas beats Cave City, 48-14
Go Redskins!!
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Sports & Clubs

Chase 
McDonnough 
and 
Kyle 
Kaczmarski 
placed 5th 
at the State 
Tennis 
Match

Seniors
Brenna Baltz
Allie Barnes
Liz Bradley

Hannah Carter
Josie Inman
Jordyn Rice

Juniors
Macie Brooks

Madigan Chester
Catie Couch

Ashlyn Crosby
Makenzie Emmons

Abbey James
Jayla Mobley

Sophomores
Emma Alphin

Josslynn Thompson
Karsyn Strait
Anna Schmidt

Freshman
Marisa Mcvay
Teara Widner

Brianna Wheeler

Good Luck to the Redskin Competition Cheer Squad

Emma Hoggard placed 8th 
out of 64 people at State 
Golf Match and placed 

2nd in conference.

Girls Cross 
Country 

took home 
1st place at 
the Race on 

the Ridge 
October 9th.  

1st Place in Marching in Class and Overall, 1st Place Drum Major in 
Class and Overall, 1st Place in Percussion in Class and Overall, 1st 

Place in Colorguard in Class, 1st Place in Band in Class and 2nd Overall!

The MARCHING REDSKINS Competition in Sikeston, MO! 
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By:  Dustin Rose and Brenna Baltz



The chess teams from both Pocahontas Junior High School and Pocahontas High School participated 
on Saturday, October 27th in the Chess Association for Arkansas Schools Regional Tournament, held 
this year at ASU.  Both teams placed first for their divisions for 4A-7A schools. Matthew Stowers 
was undefeated and was named MVP for the senior 4A-7A division. 

Playing for PHS were: Hayden Mahan, Ashley 
Cusson, Jordan Smith, and Matthew Stowers. 

Playing for PJHS were: Gage Clay, Jaron 
Lindquist, Kenan Ogden, Austin Rainwater,  

Ethan Campagna, and Nick Arnold. 
2018 Senior Regional MVP 

Matthew Stowers 

Chess

The FCCLA 
Chapter 

would like to 
congratulate  

Kassadee 
Pritchard for 

being selected 
as the District 
3 President for 
the 2019-2020 
school year!

FACS AND FCCLA
FACS and FCCLA students are working on a Christmas 
pillowcase project. They will fill the pillowcases with fun 
goodies and take them to LeBonheur on December 11th. 

FBLA
FBLA attended the 

Fall Leadership 
Conference 

October 11th at 
ASU.  The new 

FBLA officers were 
sworn in during the  

confernce.  

FCCLA attended the Farm Bureau 
Community Rice Tasting Event 
September 14th at the Pocahotnas 
Community Center.  Students are 
pictured to the right with dishes 
they prepared for this event. 

FBLA Officers: 
President: Gage Guthrie 

Vice President: Faith Banks
Secretary: Colin Marlin
Treasurer: Jared Erwin

Reporter: Madigan Chester 
Parliamentarian: Gracie Fears
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By: Alanna Drakeford and Skylar Frazier



In Loving Memory of Mr. Pete Waites

Mr. Waites was born December 
20th, 1933 in Bienville Parish 
,Louisianna, and passed away 
on October 10th, 2018, at the 
age of 84. He was a history 
teacher, bus driver, minster 
of 69 years, and a subsitute 
teacher here at PHS. He 
married his “Sweet Thing” 
of  62 years, Elaine Smith, on 
August 14th, 1955, in Paris, 
Arkansas. Memories of Mr. 
Waites will forever be in our 

community.   
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MR. WAITES SPEECH TO THE MEMBERS OF THE FOOTBALL TEAM OF 
POCAHONTAS HIGH SCHOOL

1992

 We all know tonight we go to Wilson to engage the Rivercrest Colts in a great contest for victory.  I 
need not remind you of their strengths and abilities which are numerous and well-known by all such as being 
swift runners, hard kickers, fast breakers, legendary in their ability to avoid the loop in the rope and wise 
in being able to detect a trap in time to escape. 

 But in spite of all those noble and commendable qualities, the fact remains that they are dumb brutes 
and that makes all the difference in the world. The Skins are not dumb brutes, but wise, intelligent, blessed 
with the gift of speech and can lay out plans and modify those plans if need be.  Therefore, I contend that 
there was never a Colt born that could not be broke and rode by a Redskin. 

 Without doubt, you will little note nor long remember, what we say here but let us never forget what 
we do on the Colt’s football field tonight.  Let us hallow that field, let us glorify that field as it has never been 
before, nor will it be afterwards, by the heroic effort put forth by the P.H.S. Skins. 

 If fate has determined that the Skins must be defeated, then play in such a way as people will 
remember how the Skins lost… not how the Colts won.  Winning and losing are important, but there is 
something more important than that.  The most important things is how you win or lose. The Japanese 
defeated the U.S.A. at Pearl Harbor in 1941 but they had no glory, but shame because it was a sneaky, 
surprise attack.  

 If defeated we must be, let it not be as Arthur St. Clair and his men were defeated during Washington’s 
administration for lack of planning and preparation.  Neither let us go down in defeat as Hull was during 
the War of 1812 by being a coward and surrendering without even firing a shot.  Nor let us be defeated 
like Custer who was tricked into falling into an ambush. 

 If defeated we must be, let it be as Leonidas and the Spartans were at Thermopylae where 300 men 
stopped that advancement of 200,000 Persian soldiers. There they stood and fought with their spears until 
there was nothing left for them to fight with.  Then they used their swords until they were destroyed, at last 
they fought on with their hands and teeth until the last man fell.  When the battle ended, the 300 Spartans 
had given their full measure, but before them lay 6,400 of the enemy.  Yes, most people don’t know who 
won the Battle of Thermopylae, but everyone knows who lost and how they lost. 

 Tonight when the last second of the game has been played and the whistle sounded ending it, let the 
sound from the Colt field be heard by the Skin’s fans.  “Go far, go to the Land of the Five Rivers, the home 
of the mighty Redskins, into the jungle where the Spirit of the Father dwells among his people.”   There tell 
them that the mighty Skins lie on the distant fields of the Colts from absolute exhaustion in obedience to their 
legacy, spirit, and mascot from giving their all for Redskin victory.  

 There in the distant land and strange place, there on the gridiron of the Rivercrest Colts let a new 
birth of Redskin spirit be born as never seen before  nor afterwards in the coming generations motivating us 
to climb to new heights and greater victories than in the past. 

 Now I bid you farewell.  My heart goes with you and I pray that the Great Spirit will bless you with 
victory.  But win or lose, make this our finest hour in a long legacy of many great Redskin accomplishments. 
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By: Josie Inman and Kyle Glisson 



Project Graduation Haunted House
By:  Jordyn Rice and Emma Hoggard

Seniors and their parents participated in the Project 
Graduation Haunted House fromThursday, October 
25th through Saturday, October 27th at the Randolph 
County Fair Grounds. 

For $5 the public was able to enjoy  a thriller 
scare inside the haunted house, play free games, 
photograph their memories in a photo booth, and 
much more.

In total, the seniors were able to raise around $2,000 
to help with their project graduation. 

Thank you to those who came out and helped 
support the Class of 2019! 
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BACKPACK
PROGRAM
BACKPACK
PROGRAM

By:  Logan Thomas and Huter Desesso

The goal for the Backpack Program here at Pocahontas Public School is for students 
to have a weekend without hunger.  The Backpack Program is a program that supplies 
food and snacks for those students who have a need for food at home.  Students 
who have signed up for the Backpack Program, receive a backpack every Friday 
that contains items like cereal, soups, breakfast bars or anything that is easily 
prepared.  This program is a great way to help ensure that students have food over 
the weekend.  Backpacks are also distributed before school holidays when students 

will be home for several days.    
  

Students who are interested in receiving a backpack can see the nurse for a consent 
form that must be signed by a parent or guardian.  

The Backpack program is funded by donations from community members, businesses, 
churches, and school employees.  For more information on how to donate to the 
Backpack Program please contact Tracy Gholson (High School), Taftnee Cox (Jr. 

High),  Shannon Barr (M.D. Williams), or Pat Simonton (Alma Spikes). 
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Blast From the Past..... October 1990
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